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====================================
WELCOME to St. James Lutheran Church! May you know God’s grace, peace, joy,
and love as we hear the Holy Scriptures read, hear the Word of God preached,
receive the Holy Communion, and worship together this morning (in person, via
LiveStream or You Tube) in the name of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Pastor Katrina and the people of St. James

====================================================================================

Christ the King Sunday

November 22, 2020

====================================================================================
Congregation reads bolded text.
On this final Sunday of the church year our gospel is Jesus’ great story of judgment. In
the end, the faithful are those who served Christ by ministering to those who are poor,
hungry, naked, sick, or estranged. In the first reading God is the shepherd who seeks the
lost, weak, and injured and feeds them with justice. We gather this day to celebrate the
reign of Christ and his victory over death, yet we await the consummation of all things yet
to come. Acknowledging Christ as our merciful ruler, we go forth that his reign may be
known in our loving words and deeds. Let us live in the promises prepared for us from the
foundation of the world.

Prelude

Trumpet March

J.-B. Lully

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
(All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at baptism)
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God,
in whose image we are made,
who claims us and calls us beloved. Amen.
Silence is kept for reflection.
Holy One,
we confess that we are not awake for you.
We are not faithful in using your gifts.
We forget the least of our siblings.
We do not see your beautiful image in one another.
We are infected by sin
that divides your beloved community.
Open our hearts to your coming,
open our eyes to see you in our neighbor,
open our hands to serve your creation. Amen.
Beloved, we are God’s children,
and Jesus, our Beloved, opens the door to us.
Through ☩ Jesus you are forgiven,
by Jesus you are welcome,
in Jesus you are called to rejoice!
Let us live in the promises prepared for us
from the foundation of the world. Amen.
GATHERING HYMN
Refrain
My Lord, what a morning;
my Lord, what a morning;

My Lord, What a Morning

oh, my Lord, what a morning,
when the stars begin to fall.
1 You will hear the trumpet sound,
to wake the nations underground,
looking to my God's right hand,
when the stars begin to fall. Refrain
2 You will hear the sinner cry,
to wake the nations underground,
looking to my God's right hand,
when the stars begin to fall. Refrain
3 You will hear the Christian shout,
to wake the nations underground,
looking to my God's right hand,
when the stars begin to fall. Refrain
Text: African American spiritual
THE APOSTOLIC GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all. And also with you.
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray:
O God of power and might, your Son shows us the way of service, and in him we
inherit the riches of your grace. Give us the wisdom to know what is right and the
strength to serve the world you have made, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
SCRIPTURE
First Reading: Ezekiel 34:11-16, 20-24
Because Israel’s kings proved to be bad shepherds, Ezekiel declares that the LORD will
assume the role of shepherd in Israel. The LORD will also set over them a shepherdmessiah, “my servant David,” who will feed and care for the people.
11Thus

says the Lord GOD: I myself will search for my sheep, and will seek them
out. 12As shepherds seek out their flocks when they are among their scattered
sheep, so I will seek out my sheep. I will rescue them from all the places to which
they have been scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. 13I will bring
them out from the peoples and gather them from the countries, and will bring
them into their own land; and I will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the
watercourses, and in all the inhabited parts of the land. 14I will feed them with
good pasture, and the mountain heights of Israel shall be their pasture; there they
shall lie down in good grazing land, and they shall feed on rich pasture on the

mountains of Israel. 15I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I will make
them lie down, says the Lord GOD. 16I will seek the lost, and I will bring back the
strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, but the fat
and the strong I will destroy. I will feed them with justice.
20Therefore, thus says the Lord GOD to them: I myself will judge between the
fat sheep and the lean sheep. 21Because you pushed with flank and shoulder, and
butted at all the weak animals with your horns until you scattered them far and
wide, 22I will save my flock, and they shall no longer be ravaged; and I will judge
between sheep and sheep.
23
I will set up over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he shall feed
them: he shall feed them and be their shepherd. 24And I, the LORD, will be their
God, and my servant David shall be prince among them; I, the LORD, have spoken.
Psalm: Psalm 95:1-7a
We are the people of God’s pasture and the sheep of God’s hand. (Ps. 95:7)
1Come, let us sing | to the LORD;
let us shout for joy to the rock of | our salvation.
2Let us come before God’s presence | with thanksgiving
and raise a loud shout to the | LORD with psalms.
3For you, LORD, | are a great God,
and a great ruler a- | bove all gods.
4In your hand are the caverns | of the earth;
the heights of the hills are | also yours.
5The sea is yours, | for you made it,
and your hands have molded | the dry land.
6Come, let us worship | and bow down,
let us kneel before the | LORD our maker.
7aFor the LORD| is our God,
and we are the people of God’s pasture and the sheep | of God’s hand.
Second Reading: Ephesians 1:15-23

In this passage, God is praised for revealing ultimate divine power in raising Jesus from
the dead. The resurrected, exalted Christ is Lord of both the church and the entire
universe, now and in the age to come.
15I

have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all the saints,
and for this reason 16I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in
my prayers. 17I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory,
may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation as you come to know him, 18so
that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to
which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the
saints, 19and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe,
according to the working of his great power. 20God put this power to work in Christ
when he raised him from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the
heavenly places, 21far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and
above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the age to

come. 22And he has put all things under his feet and has made him the head over
all things for the church, 23which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.

+ [P] The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew. [C] Glory to you, O Lord.
Gospel: Matthew 25:31-46
Jesus compares himself to a king who moves among his subjects to see how he is
treated: what is done for the least of those who belong to his family is truly done
for him.
[Jesus said to the disciples:] 31“When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all
the angels with him, then he will sit on the throne of his glory. 32All the nations will
be gathered before him, and he will separate people one from another as a
shepherd separates the sheep from the goats, 33and he will put the sheep at his
right hand and the goats at the left. 34Then the king will say to those at his right
hand, ‘Come, you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for
you from the foundation of the world; 35for I was hungry and you gave me food, I
was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you
welcomed me, 36I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took
care of me, I was in prison and you visited me.’ 37Then the righteous will answer
him, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty and
gave you something to drink? 38And when was it that we saw you a stranger and
welcomed you, or naked and gave you clothing? 39And when was it that we saw
you sick or in prison and visited you?’ 40And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell
you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family
you did it to me.’ 41Then he will say to those at his left hand, ‘You that are
accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his
angels; 42for I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave
me nothing to drink, 43I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and
you did not give me clothing, sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’ 44Then
they also will answer, ‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry or thirsty or a
stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not take care of you?’ 45Then he will
answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did not do it to one of the least of these,
you did not do it to me.’ 46And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the
righteous into eternal life.”
[P] The Gospel of the Lord.

[C] Praise to you, O Christ.

MEDITATION
HYMN OF THE DAY

The Trumpets Sound, the Angels Sing

1. The trumpets sound, the angels sing, the feast is ready to begin.
The gates of heav’n are open wide, and Jesus welcomes you inside.
Refrain:
Sing with thankfulness songs of pure delight.
Come and revel in heaven’s love and light.

Take your place at the table of the King.
The feast is ready to begin; the feast is ready to begin!

2. Tables are laden with good things; oh, taste the peace and joy he brings.
He’ll fill you up with love divine, he’ll turn your water into wine.
Refrain
3. The hungry heart he satisfies, offers the poor his paradise.
Now hear all heav’n and earth applaud, the amazing goodness of the Lord.
Refrain
THE NICENE CREED (Livestream only)
Let us affirm our faith through the words of the Nicene Creed
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
The prayers are prepared locally for each occasion. The following examples may be
adapted or used as appropriate.
Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the outpouring of God’s
power on the church, the world, and all in need.
A brief silence.

Sovereign of all, train our ears to hear your cry in the needs of those around us.
Bless all social ministries of the church through which we seek to serve others as
we ourselves have been served. Hear us, O God.
[C] Your mercy is great.
You cause rain to fall on the just and unjust alike. Direct our use of creation to
provide for the needs of all people in ways that are sustainable for the earth. Hear
us, O God.
[C] Your mercy is great.
Bring peace to every place where conflict rages (especially). Grant opportunities
for ending divisions among us and usher in your reign of unity and reconciliation.
Hear us, O God.
[C] Your mercy is great.
Heal the sinful divisions we erect between us and release us from systems of
oppression and prejudice. Restore our capacity to see your image in those whose
dignity we have stripped away (especially). Hear us, O God.
[C] Your mercy is great.
Pour out the gifts of your Spirit on children and youth throughout the church.
Sustain those who work in children’s ministry, youth ministry, and campus
ministry as they nurture the gifts of young people. Hear us, O God.
[C] Your mercy is great.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
Thank you for saints now departed who fed the hungry, clothed the naked, and
tended to the sick. Inspire us by their example, that we may see your presence in
those in need around us. Hear us, O God.
[C] Your mercy is great.
Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until that day when
you gather all creation around your throne where you will reign forever and ever.
Amen.
SHARING CHRIST’S PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C: And also with you.

We invite you to share Christ’s peace with each other and text it out to friends!

LORD’S PRAYER
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray.
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For
thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.
Amen
SENDING HYMN
Beautiful Savior
1 Beautiful Savior, King of creation,
Son of God and Son of Man!
Truly I'd love thee, truly I'd serve thee,
light of my soul, my joy, my crown.
2 Fair are the meadows, fair are the woodlands,
robed in flow'rs of blooming spring;
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer,
he makes our sorrowing spirit sing.
3 Fair is the sunshine, fair is the moonlight,
bright the sparkling stars on high;
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer
than all the angels in the sky.
4 Beautiful Savior, Lord of the nations,
Son of God and Son of Man!
Glory and honor, praise, adoration,
now and forevermore be thine!
Text: Gesangbuch, Münster, 1677; tr. Joseph A. Seiss, 1823-1904
Sending Rite for the Conclusion of a Call
You, the people of St. James, called me to be intentional interim pastor: to
proclaim God’s word, to baptize and teach, to announce God’s forgiveness, and to
preside at the Lord’s table. You called Stephen to be Cantor: to proclaim the
Gospel through song, to encourage talents and gifts, and to witness to the rich
history of Lutheran hymnody tradition. With the gospel we have comforted you in
times of sickness and trouble, and at the death of your loved ones. Sharing your
joys and sorrows, we have been a part of your life together in the church of Jesus
Christ, in your service to this community, and in God’s mission to the whole world.
As we leave this community of faith, we say farewell, and we pray for God’s
blessing.
People of God, members of St. James,

The Reverend Katrina Holland and The Reverend Doctor Stephen Folkemer are
now released from service as your pastor and cantor.
We give thanks to God for our ministry together.
Cantor Stephen and Pastor Katrina, do you recognize and accept
the completion of your ministry with St. James Lutheran Church?
Response: I do, and I give thanks to God for our ministry together.
Let us pray.
Almighty God, through your Son Jesus Christ
you gave the holy apostles many gifts and commanded them to feed your flock.
You equip your people with abilities that differ according to the grace given to
them, and you call them to various avenues of service.
We give you thanks for the ministry of Katrina and Stephen among the people of
God in this place.
You watch over our going out and our coming in:
bless this time of ending and beginning.
You surround your people in every time and place:
keep us close in your love.
You accompany your people in times of joy and times of trial:
prosper all that has been done to your glory in this time together;
heal and forgive all that has fallen short of your will for us.
Help Katrina and Stephen and all of us
to live with courage and gladness in the future you give to us.

As they have been a blessing to us,
so now send them forth to be a blessing to others;
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
BLESSING

The Lord bless us and keep us,
The Lord’s face shine upon us and be gracious to us.
The Lord look upon us with favor ☩ and grant us peace. Amen.
DISMISSAL
Beloved of God, go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.
POSTLUDE

Trumpet Finale

Assisting Minister:

============

F. Manfredini

Thanks to today’s worship leadership
Carol Knaub
Camera Operator: Jacob Drawbaugh
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CHURCH NEWS & ANNOUNCEMENTS
Sunday, November 22, 2020

================================================
OUR GOODBYES to Pr. Katrina and Cantor Stephen as today is their last Sunday of worship
with us.
Let Us Remember in Our Prayers the following: Steve Ferree, Gloria Becker, Cody
Willoughby, Kayla Hoover, Barb Hourle, Erik Leach, Larry Bankert, and Wade Young. We
pray for all those mourning the death of loved ones. We also pray for those in the military,
Benjamin (Ben) Reeder, Brodey Decker, Adam Reed, and Lakyn Wedlock.
NOTE: Please call the church office (717-854-7198) and leave a message or send an email
request to secretary@stjamesyork.org with additional names for the bulletin prayer chain.
St. James phone prayer chain - the prayer chain is an important quick prayer service
ministry for members of St. James. Members, with permission, may initiate prayer requests
for family, friends, or other members. Those wanting to add a name to the phone prayer
chain are asked to please contact Shirley Trout, 717-846-4784, Janice Sewell, 717-7674122, or Deb Meckley, 717-764-0372.
PASTORAL EMERGENCIES: If you or a family member should experience an emergency
and are in need of pastoral care during transition time here at St. James, beginning on
Tuesday, November 24th, we are asking that you please contact the church office (717854-7198.) If no answer at the office you may leave a message, Pat B, working from home,
checks for messages every 2-3 hours. If you need a more rapid response, and overnight &
weekends, please call council president, Rod Drawbaugh, (717-880-8728). Another option
is to send an email to secretary@stjamesyork.org – also checked frequently at home.

Sunday worship services will be as announced following CDC and our Covid team
guidelines. Services will also be LIVE streamed every Sunday at 9:00 a.m.
Sunday School for children and youth– 9:45 a.m. (as announced weekly)
It is with great expectation that we will re-organize the Adult Sunday School
Class on January 3, 2021. Because we must be extraordinarily cautious, we
will be wearing masks and social distancing. Please watch for more details.
Sincerely yours, Mike Cooper
Breakfast Blessings has been doing takeout meals and continued to hand out personal
hygiene items during COVID times. In the month of November, we gave out 72 meals. For
the month of December, we have adopted 2 families to provide a Christmas meal and gifts
for the children. To make it easy during the pandemic we are looking for monetary donations
to help purchase these items. If you would like to help with this outreach program you can
send a check to the church office made out to Breakfast Blessings with a notation for
Christmas families in the memo section. We will do all the shopping.

Thank you, Breakfast Blessings
FROM SOCIAL MINISTRTY COMM.
In lieu of an ADVENT OUTREACH PROJECT this year we will continue to collect food for the
West York Bulldog Pantry throughout the Advent season. To help fill the pantry the
following non-perishable items are needed: canned fruit, soup, vegetables, cereal and
cereal bars, pasta & sauce, peanut butter & jelly, toilet paper and paper towels. PLEASE
NOTE: Church will be open on Monday AND Wednesday mornings this week from - 9-11
a.m. for pantry donations to be dropped off. If hours are not convenient, please contact
Pat Mummert (717-792-0161) or Norma Smith (717-845-7362) to make other
arrangements. (Please do not take donations to the school.) Thank you to everyone for
your donations.
Youth Group Movie Night – November 27th – 6:30 p.m. ---- We will be showing
the movie “Home Alone”. There will be a hot chocolate bar and yummy cookies for the
youth to enjoy, so wear your comfy clothes and bring your blankets/ chairs and enjoy this
holiday favorite to help kick off the season!
Youth Gingerbread House Decorating
When: December 13th
Time: 10am
Parents/youth, please RSVP to Emily Kramer by December 6th if you are interested in coming
to decorate Gingerbread houses on December 13th during Sunday school. We will be
providing all the materials needed to create the most festive gingerbread houses! The youth
may bring one friend/guest with them. If you have any questions, please see a member of
the Christian Ed. Committee.
REMINDER from Stewardship Committee – Deb Meckley, Chair
The Central PA Blood Bank and the American Red Cross are in dire need of blood. If
anyone would like to donate, Apple Hill Medical Center on Monument Rd in York will accept
your donation by APPOINTMENT ONLY-call (717)741-8307. Please give the church’s
number 1098 when you donate.
ALL COUNCIL MEMBERS AND COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSONS are
reminded that year-end reports, for inclusion in the Annual
Booklet of reports for the January Congregational Meeting, are to
be submitted to the church office by November 29th. Please submit
by e-mail or in writing. Most reports will be short this year but
we would like to hear from each committee. Thank you!

OFFERING – Sunday, November 15th – 34
Current - $2,370.79, Benevolence - $113, Building Fd. - $270, Stewardship $20. Sunday
School (8) $9.50,

2020 Christmas Poinsettias: By October 5, 2020 we had to confirm with our florist
whether we would be ordering poinsettias for our Christmas Eve worship service. In
October, not knowing but hoping we would be having in-person worship on Christmas Eve
we confirmed with the florist that we would order the same number of plants we ordered
last year (24). If you would like to sponsor one or more of these plants for this years’
service, in memory of or in honor of a loved one, it would be greatly appreciated. At the
present time we are still not sure if we will be having in-person worship or virtual live
streamed worship – but we will have poinsettias. If worship is not in-person we will make
arrangements for you to pick up your plant(s) and a copy of the sponsorship list.
Please use the form below to order a plant. Forms & payment may be sent by US mail or
dropped in the church’s locked mailbox by the front door. You may also call in an order
(717-854-7198) or send an email to secretary@stjamesyork.org. Please help us support
our local florist, Chas. Schaefer, who has been supplying our altar flowers and special
flowers for many years. We have not placed a flower order since mid-March 2020.
2020 POINSETTIA ORDER

Please use this order form to order your Christmas poinsettia.
Completed form and payment may be placed submitted as noted above.
All orders must be received by December 6th. (This is the florist
deadline so that they can reserve an additional number of plants if more
than 24 are sponsored.)
PLEASE PLACE YOUR ORDER in an envelope and mark POINSETTIA(S)
Poinsettias will be supplied by Chas. Schaefer, $9.50 each

ORDERED
BY_____________________________________________________________
Name
Env.#
Please indicate whether the announcement is
IN MEMORY OF
or
IN HONOR OF
I desire the announcement to read as follows:
__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________
by_______________________________________________
Poinsettias may be picked up following Christmas Eve service if we are worshipping
in person.
WILL PICK UP PLANT CHRISTMAS EVE if in person worship service

____________

WILL MAKE ARRANGEMENTS TO PICK UP PLANT later in the week.

______________

Number of plants __________ @ $9.50 each

Payment enclosed:

$______________

Submit this entire form – please do not tear in half, thank you.
SAFELY TOGETHER HOW TO REPORT TO YOUR CHURCH IF YOU HAVE SYMPTOMS
OF OR ARE DIAGNOSED WITH COVID-19
There is a direct, confidential process in place to both prayerfully care for you should
you, God forbid it, find that you have developed symptoms of or have been diagnosed
with COVID-19 AND to notify those individuals that may have come in contact with you
while at St. James (in worship, during Sunday School, in a meeting or ministry team
event).
Please call ANITA ASHTON at 717-870-5449 and let her know that you have spoken
with a medical professional, are being tested for, or are suspicious that you have
developed symptoms of or that you have had a confirmed diagnosis of COVID-19. Anita is
a licensed Physician’s Assistant and will keep your information confidential. She will listen
to you, and, using her medical experience on behalf of the congregation, will know when
to alert the COVID team. The team can then take the quick and necessary next steps of
contacting all individuals present on the same date to inform them of exposure.
We are not acting in the place of your own medical doctors. Our responsibility is simply
to inform our faith community when they may have been exposed to a suspected or
confirmed case of the virus so that you can then seek appropriate guidance from trained
medical professionals.
Things can be confusing in this time, including what constitutes “exposure”
“quarantine” and “isolation.” The COVID team has sought direct guidance from the PA
Health Department COVID Team, as well as having both Anita and Rod (both of whom
work in the medical field) on the team to translate guidelines. You should feel very
confident that you are in safe and competent hands in this process.
So, again…. ANITA ASHTON 717-870-5449 is the confidential call that you make if you
suspect that you may have or have been confirmed to have COVID 19 and have been at
church. Be well and stay safe.
------------------------------

